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Adding a trend line – plus Equation & R-squared value 
 

Microsoft Excel 

Adding trend line 
 
After creating a chart select the chart you would like to add a trendline to. 
1. Select the chart, go to Chart tools > Layout > Trendline > Select a Trendline 

 

 
 
2. Choose the series for the trendline > Click OK 
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Displaying equation / R-squared value on chart (optional) 
 
3. Select the chart > Chart Tools > Layout > Select the trendline from the chart elements 

 

 
 
4. Click on Format Selection 

 

 

Alternatively, RIGHT click on the series that you wish to add > Add Trendline 
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5. Tick Display equation on chart / Display R-squared value on chart > Click Close 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equation 
R-squared value 

Legend box is automatically updated 
for the trend line. 

y = -0.049x + 18.318 
R² = 0.0066 
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